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Political psychoanalysisAbstract In a globalized world, terrorism will be the issue of forthcoming decades. Yet, the obvi-
ous idea of ﬁghting terrorism by stepping on public security measures might lead astray. In the ﬁrst
instance, an integrative approach of psychological, sociological and anthropological concepts is
necessary in order to meet the dimensions of the global terrorism phenomenon. Especially the spirit
of terrorism, as it were, the dynamics in terrorism, is rendered hard to come to terms with. There-
fore, this paper will enunciate theses that not only take a look on global terrorism but suggest
options of guidelines to deal with it.
In psychological rationale, violence prevention is a means to be applied as early as in infant and
early childhood education. By way of socio-emotional learning, i.e. learning from constant rela-
tional objects, children will internalize objects, identify with objects, and form social competencies.
Violence prevention programs may support these processes. Underneath child rearing practices,
from a sociological and anthropological perspective there are hidden motifs in groups and nations
as well as there is societal structure itself. Structure, as grid of objective reality, may act as an agent
of hidden repression and with that, of shrouded violence.
So any increase of technical security might go along with an increase, not a decrease, of violence,
like in anti-burglary ﬁngerprint identiﬁcation in some sentient building that will not necessarily lead
to a decrease of burglaries on the premises but rather to a higher occurrence of brutality, e.g. in
burglars cutting off the security guard’s ﬁnger.
ª 2014 The International Association of Law and Forensic Sciences (IALFS). Production and hosting by
Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.1. Introduction
Violence prevention has come to be on the agendas of many
contemporary societies. As violence has not only appeared
along societal processes of industrialization and modernization
but also has always belonged to mankind, measures against it
have continuously been developed. Violence prevention pro-
grams serve as tools for socio-emotional learning in order to
cope with personal feelings of rage and destructive aggression.ll rights
76 G. EgloffAlthough much has been accomplished, there is a long way to
go until people will be capable of applying pro-social skills
whatsoever. Although apparently moderate and civilized deal-
ings with one another have come to be more usual in societies
that appear as progressive, even there the societal development
seems to be severely compromised by phenomena beyond
rationale, terrorism being just one yet extreme of them. More-
over, the exploitation of man even seems to be an inherent fact
in societies that refer to themselves as free. It should be fair to
say that societal freedom beyond any reasonable limits as in
today’s neoliberal doctrine may either lead to personal self-
restraint or to anomie. Global terrorism might represent both.
At any rate, there seems to be a human tendency of imputing
violence to some prehistoric status of nature left behind1; a
common fallacy. Furthermore, Sofsky2,1 emphasizes that no
state has ever been built by convention or contract. It seems
as if violence necessarily belongs to such a process. Strictly
speaking, members of interest groups acting violently – no
matter whether coined terrorists or not – would clinically have
to be referred to as psychopaths, or sociopaths. Although both
DSM-IV and ICD-10 offer items of pathological behavior that
shows in acts of violence and destructive aggression, it actually
becomes recognizable that the question of what is actually ter-
ror and what is not, is not as obviously to be answered as it
may seem.32. Subjective and objective violence
Violent behavioral modes in different cultural surroundings
can be connected to the evolution of mentalities, as mentalities
have not only developed differently but in supposedly different
stages.4–6 Societal restraints in the shape of employing of soci-
etal order and structure have been established in civilized soci-
eties in order to tame human nature and enable personal
freedom. Elias has elaborated on this extensively, depicting
the structural genetic development in western societies.7 Civi-
lization processes can be referred to as transformational pro-
cesses of human relations8; Elias views the civilization
process in itself as increasing impermeability of claims of drive
and instinct into human consciousness while claims of drive
and instinct undergo an increasing impermeability of
consciousness.9
Violence, in Heitmeyer’s deﬁnition, occurs as a result of
social processes, of the interactions of structural conditions
and individual acting.10 Of course, the question whether vio-
lence itself is subordinated to power11 cannot be traced here
in its entirety; Zˇizˇek puts the framework wider, thus enabling
a view of violence in a somewhat different perspective.12 There
are two main kinds of violence to be differentiated: subjective
violence is to be viewed differently from objective violence, the
ﬁrst committed by individuals and groups; this comes close to
the common notion of violence. The latter, objective violence,
quite similar to the concept of structural violence in Galtung,13
is the given context to be acted in in everyday life; it is the
structural grid of objective reality in which people exist.
Whereas subjective violence is obvious, clearly visible, and
shows in acts of crime and terror,14 objective violence ‘‘resides
in the contours of the background which generates such out-
bursts and consists of often catastrophic consequences of the
smooth functioning of our economic and political systems’’.15
From this very viewpoint, the seemingly smooth functioning ofsociety itself bears the deadly conditions of its own existence.
This seems to come close to a dualistic concept of mankind;
yet even in a monistic concept like dual-aspect monism,16 sub-
jective and objective aspects of one and the same issue can rep-
resent subjective and objective means and ends. At any rate,
convulsions and shadings seem to regularly go along with
any kind of development and motion, be it individual or
societal.17
Objective violence in today’s shape is determined by lib-
eralism, i.e. late capitalism, going along with the potential
fragmentation of the subject. As is inherent in liberalism, a
high degree of personal freedom has been employed in
industrial societies. Yet, multiple factors such as group
dynamics, mass media, and regressive retroactive needs fol-
low their very own logic so that Deleuze, on the other hand,
has coined the term Society of Control18 in order to describe
the very reverse side of liberalism. Over-identiﬁcation with
mainstream behavior, rejection of differences and anticipa-
tory obedience seems to be its outgrowth, maybe inherent
core parts of it. This phenomenon is certainly fueled by
mass media norms, once subtly mediated, once mediated
quite open and frankly.19,20 In this perspective, quite rigid
attitudes and commandments, outspoken or not, go along
with the so-called postmodern neoliberal concept of soci-
ety.21 In Parsons’s view, any societal structural grid can be
more repressive, that is violent, than the subjects that make
for it; this being a topos that is easily neglected in method-
ological individualism22 and that neuroscience is not capable
of giving image of.23
Whereas individual, that is subjective, violence is to be rec-
ognized in an individual perspective – not necessarily but pos-
sibly in medical imaging in neuroscience24 – outbursts of
subjective violence may follow a different logic that can be
derived from objective violent structures. This might explain
e.g. the seeming unobtrusiveness of war criminal Adolf Eich-
mann whom Arendt, in Eichmann in Jerusalem,25 attested to
be an incarnation of mediocrity, of average and banality; an
assessment that caused outrage in a wide range of contempo-
raries. Given there were no pathological ﬁndings in Eich-
mann’s brain structure (of what there is merely to speculate
on, yet it seems probable there would not be any), it would still
be easy to recognize him as an agent of objective violence.
Arendt did not ﬁnd him to be a sociopath; clinically spoken
he probably would not be.26 Most probably, he must be
referred to as a normopath – a non-clinical term – which might
be deﬁned as a person having over-internalized the so-called
rules and ways of his then-surroundings and having over-
adapted to the quasi-cultural conditions he grew up in and –
this is probably of the same importance – which he himself
constructed to be his personal reality. Using the term con-
structed, here, does not serve constructivism in the narrow
sense of the word but hints at an involuntary but actively
and passively happening process of psychic imprinting that is
interactive and retroactive, and is generated in superstructure
of individual, social and societal factors. Of course, many peo-
ple at that time will have experienced themselves similarly in
one or the other way. Historical as it may seem, any inconspic-
uous behavior in any inconspicuous person at any given time
might turn out to be odd at least, when viewed from a different
perspective. It should be fair to say that different kinds of soci-
ety will promote different kinds of subjective and objective
violence.
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History as passed-on experiencing is literary, or cultural, his-
tory; it is written through subjectivity within the adminis-
tered world.27 Cultural history, i.e. in today’s shape of
mediated history, is mediated history as media of history
and as history of media. In mass media society, the individ-
ual is subjected to mediated history. Whereas the Society of
the Spectacle, as coined by Guy Debord, has emerged from
exactly that fact while still differentiating subject from
object, the current societal motion toward a Society of Vir-
tuality goes beyond subject-object-differentiation. As Baelo
Allue´ argues, the public in mass media has become the per-
formance itself. The Society of the Spectacle has been dis-
missed in favor of a Society of Virtuality, ‘‘the ﬁrst still
left room for a critical consciousness and demystiﬁcation,
in the latter we are no longer spectators, but actors in a per-
formance’’.28 Obviously, the media are always part of the
event. Without media, the New York twin towers victims
in the 9/11 attack would not have been anything else but
actually victims – given the attack would have happened
anyway. The media are always part of the terror shown in
the media since terrorists, as Baudrillard puts it, ‘‘exploit
the ‘real time’ of images, their instantaneous world-wide
transmission. (. . .) The images at the same time as they exalt
the event, they also take it hostage. (. . .) The image con-
sumes the event, in the sense that it absorbs it and offers
it for consumption’’.29 Terrorism, in this perspective, is sold
to the people via media. The reverse side of hopes and
dreams in consumer liberalism is being sold images of
deadly reality. Reality itself in this perspective is deadly
for the actual victims. For consumers it is another escapade
of passive experiencing. Yet, it appeals not only to a regres-
sive motion in the individual but will trigger discontent with
the mediated message – rather than with deadly reality itself.
Seltzer argues that social communication without interaction
– what being sold images is about –, when ‘‘(. . .) this is
experienced as a crime against humanity, violence (and its
synthetic witnessing) will (. . .) be solicited as its antidote’’.30
At least, the former object in terms of subject-object-
differentiation is transformed into some consumer position.
The perfect crime is that of an unconditional realization
of the world by the actualization of all data, the transforma-
tion of all our acts and all events into pure information:
‘‘(. . .) the cloning of reality and the extermination of the real
by its double’’.31 The real cannot be duplicated, though,
Badiou remarks in following Lacan.32 So, the real and its
representation are at stake here. Authenticity seems to be
the quintessential issue of postmodernity.33–35 Violence must
also be seen in this very societal context which is beyond
individual and mere social issues in the narrow sense of
the word. In Badiou’s concept of the Passion for the
Real,32,36 the use of violence is an attempt at realizing rep-
resentation. Since the real is never representable, this leads
to an obsession with representation as it is undecidable
whether the real is real or not.37 Instead, there will remain
suspicion that what is taken for real might not be real at
all. The Passion for the Real, as Baudrillard puts it, is the
nostalgic passion for the lost or disappearing object.38 This
topos seems essential to global terrorism; it can serve as a
background device for interpretative effort.4. Political feelings
Mitscherlich and Luka´cs,39,40 to name but two, have stated
that searching is a constitutive human feature. From a psycho-
analytic perspective, early birth,41,42 early pre- and perinatal
experiencing,43–45 and, of course, early infant-mother-
relation46–48 are anthropological determinants of mankind.
According to Lacan, the desire of the subject for the early
object is constitutive for the sphere of the Imaginary. On man’s
way into the sphere of the Symbolic, language employs psychic
structure. Yet, the other, here conceived as lost object, or,
object petit a,49 will remain a non-descript objectal or medial
object. Thus, there seem to be two approaches toward inter-
preting Baudrillard’s concept of the lost, or disappearing,
object as to inducing the Passion for the Real. Bearing in mind
that Lacan’s concept of the Real is not to be confused with the
real referred to above (Lacan rather referring to a somewhat
incomprehensible remnant in the Id, Badiou rather referring
to the topos of authenticity), the mere emerging of the very
concept of the lost, or disappearing, object hints at a disrup-
tion on an individual level as well as on a societal level. As well
in terms of authenticity lost as in terms of the lost object lost, it
is highly probable that violence will ﬁll the gap. The point
might be that the very Passion for the Real (culminating in
whatever violent acts imaginable) springs from the very rem-
nant in the Id that is perfectly at ease with dream, sexuality,
lust, and jouissance but encompasses trauma, horror and vio-
lence at the same time. Even with the lost object present, the
Lacanian Real will bear a certain amount of horror; the
anthropological dimension of this seems obvious. Supposed
the lost object is lost, this will probably entail utmost terror.
Thus, apart from anthropology, historicity of violent acting
is equally worthwhile to consider: the lost, or disappearing,
object has to be reemployed in order to enable a balancing
of personal freedom and self-restraint.
In other terms, it can be stated that as long as abolition of
societal, that is structural, alienation has not been realized, i.e.
alienation has diminished,50 alienation as a political feeling
remains a societal task to be dealt with. Alienation, conceived
as colonization of worldly life by systems in Habermas’s terms
is to be seen as a result of systems interfering with personal
self-realization. Viewed in terms of modernizing processes,
monetarization and bureaucratization tend to intrude into
the private sphere of people, damaging the reproduction of
worldly life, that is of resources of sense-making, of solidarity,
and of personality itself. Habermas’s rationale of generating of
social pathology phenomena, like personal loss of sense-
making, anomie, and psychopathology51 follows Max Weber’s
concept of loss of freedom by cultural techniques of rational-
ization. Yet, the loss of personal sense-making in Habermas’s
view is not coercible. This, of course, seemingly rational con-
cept can be viewed as an installment of the concept of reem-
ploying of contents into the sphere of the Imaginary.
Worldly life is fueled by the Imaginary as basic point of depar-
ture of mankind. It can turn into the hypocenter of terror, sup-
posed that exploitation instead of mustering of appropriate
living conditions takes place. Honneth’s concept of morale of
recognition,52 in aiming at preventing of violations of human
integrity,15,53,54 also focuses on the supposedly generating of
disorders of society55 coming from this hypocenter, just like
Sennett depicts how in societal issues the corrosion of charac-
78 G. Egloffter will ﬁnd deposit.56 So, emancipation from alienation will
have to be an enduring societal status post.57
It is highly problematic as to which feelings are suitable or
not in everyday life. On a micro-level, promoting of pro-social
emotions is deﬁnitely useful to the individual, on a macro-level
the multi-factorial genesis of aggressive behavior laid out ready
in children58 holds the whole gamut of human issues to be
encountered. At any rate, violence prevention curricula, e.g.
for pre-school/kindergarten, in this perspective will be helpful
through focusing on intersubjective appropriating of objective
reality, and can best promote any introspective motion.59,60
5. Theses
While violence prevention through socio-emotional learning in
children must be an important goal in any civil society, observ-
able skills and competencies tend to serve a positivistic view of
man. This is due to naturalistic approaches in developmental
theory, like those following Kohlberg and Piaget.61 Actual
child rearing practices, according to DeMause,62 certainly play
a signiﬁcant role in imprinting children’s psyche, so that an
emotional life of nations63 as societal state of a basic collective
mentality sounds reasonable. The starting point, again, is to be
augmented by the effects of technologies on objective reality,
so that societal processes of disintegration10,64 can at least be
faced on an educational and on a political level.
As Baudrillard puts it, ‘‘terrorism invents nothing, inau-
gurates nothing. It simply carries things to the extreme, to
the point of paroxysm. It exacerbates a certain state of
things, a certain logic of violence and uncertainty. The sys-
tem itself, by the speculative extension of all exchange, the
random and virtual form it imposes everywhere – lean pro-
duction, ﬂoating capital, forced mobility and acceleration –
causes a general principle of uncertainty to prevail, which
terrorism simply translates into total insecurity. (. . .) Our
virtual reality, our systems of information and communica-
tion, have themselves too, and for a long time, been beyond
the reality principle’’.65 Following Badiou who urges that we
recognize terrorist attackers as distilled version of our own
essence66 a good deal of skepticism ought to be employed
as to any agendas. Then again, Mitscherlich in the 1960s
wrote on heavy pushbacks from the state and the public
on putting up playgrounds in public places of German
towns and cities, something that has deﬁnitely been realized
in the following decades.67
Of course, it is not predictable whether the spirit of terror-
ism might subside through realizing of one or another of the
theses given below. These are identifying issues to be seen as
anthropological basics in historical context. Reemploying of
the, in Baudrillard’s terms, lost, or disappearing, object (that
would be authenticity lost in Badiou’s concept, the lost object
lost in terms of Lacan) seems the pivotal question to be exam-
ined in the following issues. Society might prosper from the
following in case of establishing a cultural consent in people
toward these issues that eventually may lead to a dispiriting
of terrorism.
5.1. The issue of infant and early childhood education
Violence prevention in infant and early childhood education
can be conducted via highly structured curricula for par-ents68,69 and pre-school children (e.g. Faustlos/Second Step,
German version). Curricula are to focus on the mediation by
constant objects, on pro-social competencies, and especially
on emotional education, i.e. teach about feelings and how to
deal with them. Educators and relational objects are to be con-
stant. Promoting of socio-emotional competencies in parents is
highly important,70 the earlier the better; the same for children
in elementary schools,71 possibly modiﬁed in late elementary
rather than in secondary education, if so. The lost object might
reappear in the shape of doubt.5.2. The issue of religion
A secularized society will make sure that it will not interfere
with the individual beliefs of its citizens. Laicism – liberal or
conservative – or, at least, neutrality72 of the state is a basic
requirement. Religion will be private and is to be subordinated
to stately framework. Especially monotheistic religions will
have to reﬂect on their cultural heritage critically. What
appears as western un-religiosity might be viewed as a sport
of cultural sacrality: sacred objects are substituted by holi-
nesses of progress, economy, and the like.73 So, religion is to
be overwritten by humanist values. The lost object might reap-
pear in the shape of existence.
5.3. The issue of humanism as constitutional agenda
Humanism means a motion toward the human being. The
human being is to be understood as animal rationale.
The Enlightenment motion of Liberte´, Egalite´, Fraternite´
has not been exhausted but is still in its starting point of
being realized. Elias’ notion of civilizing processes may
not necessarily be compromised, even by looking at Has-
san’s concept of characteristics of modernity and post-
modernity.74–76 In a cultural historical perspective, any
employing of humanist values might be a blighted task
today; yet, as societies sort of invent themselves anew each
day, it is not idle. The lost object might reappear in the
shape of Grande Histoire.5.4. The issue of state
The state will have to be structured in libertarian manner,
instead of e.g. caesarian socialism. A libertarian approach
can be viewed in aspects of individuality-recognizing social-
ist direction that has partially, at least in broad outline,
been realized in some countries, to name but a few: in
France seemingly the most in mentality, in the USA cer-
tainly in primary and secondary education, in some eastern
European countries in self-concept. In Camus (hence its
heritage in France and Spain), an approach of libertarian
anarchist socialism is to be favored instead of any totalitar-
ianism.77 Libertarian syndicalism is in opposition to central-
ism; this going along meeting the concept of growth of
personality (Personalitaet) in Rattner.78 Camus’s approach,
coined Solar Philosophy by Roland Barthes, might render
parties inappropriate due to mostly serving oligarchy, as
Jaspers noticed, too.79 Reemploying of councils might
do.80 The lost object might reappear in the shape of Petite
Histoire.
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Military service is to be taken as sport of males. As long as
females give birth, they should not be eligible for military ser-
vice in active combat role. That would be taking gender for
sex. Social alterations within the army through females should
not be as great a deal as to send women to combat. The lost
object might reappear in the shape of dystopia.
5.6. The issue of the media
The binary logic of the computer sphere is largely to be banned
from everyday life. It is a regressive logic, that is, in Piaget’s
terms,more of a concrete operational stage of cognitive develop-
ment that is children’s logic. The individual is to be advised to
refrain from consuming of virtuallymediated contents wherever
possible. Purchasing goods via the internet is no good an idea;
consumers’ proﬁles should not make it outside the personal
sphere. Medial image should not dominate culture. The lost
object might reappear in the shape of representation.
5.7. The issue of economy
Raw materials are to be public goods, and not for speculation.
Property is to be reasonably differentiated and divided into
public property, into state property, and into private property.
Money is to be viewed as a means of exchange and as expres-
sive of social relations, never as a thing. In consumer capital-
ism, fetish should not be fueled by money, as fetish is to be
viewed, in psychoanalytic terms, as a bisexual object.81 The
idea is, fetish, if ever, belongs where it stems from: in sexuality,
that is in human relations. Commodiﬁcation in consumption
has been depicted distinctively, to name but a few, in ﬁnance,82
in interpersonal relations,83 and in culture; the ﬁnance regimen
of ﬂoating signiﬁers without transcendental signiﬁeds84 apply-
ing not only to money but permeating and transforming cul-
ture itself.19 The lost object might reappear in the shape of
imagination.
5.8. The issue of self-realization
Maximum of freedom with a minimum of violation of societal
needs is largely the idea here. Self-realization may take place in
professions, arts, sports, and, of course, in family relations. It
is highly individual. Professions dealing with living beings, of
course, should be encouraged and, of course, be well-paid, as
should in life-associated branches like food production. A vice
versa distribution of the status quo is to be employed in order
to realize societal value establishing and in order to avoid pay-
ing of smart-money as compensational wages for personal suf-
fering at jobs. The animal rationale also tends to occasional
self-exploitation. Instead, freedom and restraint have to be
individually and societally balanced. The lost object might
reappear in the shape of bond.6. Conclusion
The theses given, if taken heed of, point at a societal develop-
ment that will focus on personal needs, and societal needs aswell. By way of focusing on individuals’ personal development
within a most reasonable societal framework that takes into
consideration man both as a natural and as a cultural being,
phenomena going along with human exploitation, such as out-
bursts of crime and terror, might be minimized. As any drive
theory founded approach toward sociality is problematic, i.e.
actions judged good can emerge out of noble and ignoble
motifs as well,85 the prevention of violence will remain a polit-
ical task of re-structuring of societal order, encompassing the
structural grid in which social pathology may be promoted,
or not promoted.
In terms of Vygotsky’s socio-cultural theory of develop-
ment of higher order functions and learning processes induced
by imagination,86 a politically relevant educative effort is taken
into account. The universal conﬂict between human existence
and the idea of societal development as a concept of European
rationalism will rather have to be augmented by encompassing
of irrationalism. Eastern mysticism might have to be re-
incorporated,87 as irrationalism encompasses the whole pano-
ply of human phenomena and is a signiﬁcant factor in psychic
functioning. Allowing for it and overcoming it at the same
time will be a difﬁcult yet necessary task since not only in mass
psychological processes, Freud’s concept of rise of affect
(Affektsteigerung) and inhibition of thought (Denkhem-
mung)88 requires a rational approach in politics that will have
to incorporate human irrationalism.
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